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SOUTHINGTON INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

Public Hearing  

Thursday, September 5th, 2013 

7:00 PM – Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, Connecticut 

 

MINUTES 

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a continued public 

hearing meeting on Thursday, September 5, 2013.  Chairperson Theresa 

Albanese called the meeting to order at 7:00 o'clock, p.m. 

 The following Councilpersons were present, viz: 

 

 Chris Borowy, Jeff Crown, Greg Ali & Mary Etter 

  

 Alternates:   Gerald Bernier 

 

 Ex-officio members present were as follows, viz: 

  No Staff Present 

  

  Absent: William Camp, Commissioner 

   James Sullivan, Commissioner    

   David Lavallee, Acting Town Planner 

  

  The Chair seated Mr. Bernier for Mr. Camp.  A quorum was 

determined. 

THERESA ALBANESE, Chair, presiding: 

3. Public Hearing Items: 

 A. Map Amendment #146 – application of Nicola and Celina 

DeGregorio seeking to amend the Southington Inland wetlands Map to 

reflect the findings of Soil Scientist Roy Shook, Jr.  Property 

located at 172 Wedgewood Road. 

 The soil scientist is not here this evening.  We also have word 

that the applicant’s attorney will not be here evening. 

(Those speaking in favor of the application) 

 None 

(Those speaking against the application) 

 None. 
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 Ms. Etter made a motion to table and Mr. Borowy seconded. Motion 

passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk set for September 19, 2013. 

 

 B. Map Amendment #147 – application of Lovley Development, 

Inc. seeking to amend the Southington Inland Wetlands Map to reflect 

the findings of Soil Scientist David Lord.  Property located at 300 

Welch Road and West Street. 

 Mark Lovley, applicant presented.  He advised a soil scientist’s 

report had been submitted from David Lord and the map with the amended 

wetlands.  We are here tonight to have a site walk scheduled.  David 

Lord will be at the site walk. 

 It was noted there were some reduced areas of wetlands.  A 

colored map will be available at the site walk. 

(Those speaking in favor of the application) 

 None 

(Those speaking in opposition to the application) 

 None. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table which Ms. Etter seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk set for September 19, 2013. 

 

 C. Continued Public Hearing – IW #1210 – application of Wonk 

Spring Partnership, LLC seeking to disturb 3,185 sf of wetlands for 

the purpose of constructing a 9 lot industrial subdivision roadway and 

stormwater quality/management system for property located on Wonx 

Spring Road, Assessor’s Map 062, Parcel 142. 

 The applicant nor his engineer were present. 

(Those speaking in favor of the application) 

 None 
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(Those speaking against the application) 

 Kathleen LaForest:  160 Wonx Spring Road.  I’ve lived at this 

residence for over 33 years.   It would be at the entrance to Wonk 

Spring Road Partnership, LLC.   Explained using the map.  It is going 

to be approximately six to seven feet from the side of our home.  The 

road will come out right next to our home.  This is going to be a 

drastic change to what was there 30 years ago with Allied Control. 

 The quality of our lives will change and not for the better 

forever.  We come to Southington to better our lives.  I feel very 

helpless and upset watching all this. 

 We are the people of Southington and we are the ones who will 

have to live with whatever is decided for us.  I am pleading with you 

to please deny this permit.  We are trying to save our neighborhood 

from any more industrial development and we want to save 

environmentally this 33 acre parcel that has been reverted back to the 

wild.   

 Please help us.  This won’t benefit us at all.  There has to be a 

way to try to conserve the site.  We need the site to be kept open 

space like it has been for the last 25 years. 

 I ask you to give this very serious thought.  The impact is so 

destructive to all of our lives.  I am pleading with everyone to 

really, really think about what is going on with us.  We live here. 

 Thank you for your time. 

  

 Kristen Keska, 149 Wonx Spring Road.  My question is:  is the 

public hearing going to be kept open because of the lack of the CERT 

Report being received?   The Chair said a special meeting will need to 

be set up towards the end of September.  The object here is to 

continue the public hearing until we have more information.  There has 

been no    information received from your folks, the consultant and no 

other information received. 

 She asked about the wood frog being protected in the state.  

There was one in her garden yesterday. FYI. 

 Some of our people handed out flyers to Miller Farm Road and 

Sunnyridge, people not really involved before.  All the people here 

(indicating) are new.  I thank you for coming. 
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 We now show you our support is growing even more.  I hope you 

recognize that.   Thank you very much. 

  

 Frank Punzo, 170 Wonx Spring Road.   

 (1)  We want to thank you all for the job you do.  What you put 

in for the town. We feel you’ve all been fair and helpful.       

  Discussion. 

  This project will affect our property values.  It will 

create health and safety risks for us.  In general, it’s going to 

degrade part of our life.  That’s why you see people so emotional and 

so opposed to this. 

 (2) As you know, we’re opposed to the project.  We will be 

vehemently fighting this project for as long as it takes.  We don’t 

want to see anybody get raked over the coals, however.  We know the 

developer purchased the property for $250,000.  Through the last three 

months we’ve been doing research in the grant area.  It appears there 

are options that would allow this property to be purchased and placed 

in trust for open space.  We feel that would be the first thing to 

happen for all parties involved. 

 We would be willing to bring our resources to research the grant, 

write the grant, acquire the funds, place the piece in trust for open 

space.  I wanted to plant that seed. 

 Thank you for your time. 

  

 Stewart Estra, 55 Wonx Spring Road.  I wanted to say to have the 

public hearing not to be closed because the CERT Study has not come 

back.  We want to at least have time to review the report --- the same 

opportunity that the developer and staff did.  How much time will we 

have to look at the Study before the next meeting?   

 We have some people that maybe will help us review the report and 

I didn’t want to get it the day before or the day of the meeting as 

that wouldn’t be fair. 

 The Chair said she didn’t know when the CERT Study would be 

received.  We haven’t received it yet.  We would want the same time 

period for review as we would offer you.   



5 

 

 We need to set up a special meeting before the close of this 

extension period which goes to the 28
th
 of September.  The special 

meeting in all likelihood will be on or around that date.  We are 

hoping to get everything in hand prior to that date, a week or two. 

 Discussion of the deadline date and what it means. 

 Extensive discussion about how long the residents would have to 

review the CERT Study was led by Mr. Estra.  The Chair repeatedly 

stated that the residents would be afforded the same time period as 

the commissioners and staff.  When the report is received it will be 

shared with the residents for review. 

 Mr. Estra asked about the possibility of the commissioner denying 

the application and they could resubmit if there is not enough time 

for review of the CERT Study.        

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Estra brought up the vernal pool.   Our expert says the time 

to review it is in the Fall.             

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Estra pointed out the residents look at the elected officials 

to be our representatives.  We’re finding out you are in one sense, 

but you are also following the IW Regulations.     

 Discussion. 

  

 Shawn Traubley, 131 Wonx Spring Road.  I want to reiterate some 

of the things that others have said. 

 I know you just indicated there were procedures you had to follow 

and I know at the last public hearing you asked for a 35-day extension 

which was agreed to.  Is that holding you?  Is there any chance that 

you could have them extend it again or would they have to reapply 

after that time?   The Chair had no answer tonight and she would ask 

the Acting Town Planner.         

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Borowy reiterated there is a time limit on the public hearing 

and the 28 of this month is when we have to do something decisive, one 

way or the other. 

 Discussion about the litigation for the map amendment having no 

bearing on this inland wetland application.  This is a public hearing 

for the inland wetland application pointed out the Chair.  It’s not 
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for zoning or development of the property.  It is for the impacts to 

the wetland. 

 The Speaker asked if all of the residents’ information was 

provided for the CERT Study, as well.   The Chair assumed so. 

 The Speaker asked how many times Mr. Giudice has presented things 

when there has been VOCs on the property.  Some issues with this 

property, does that happen quite often?  The Chair said everything is 

on transcript and you can access the transcripts.           

 Discussion.   

 The Speaker wanted it to be clear that the wetlands there contain 

VOCs and it’s different than maybe some of the other projects that 

have been presented to you and I want that taken into consideration.  

The Chair said the commission takes into consideration whatever they 

need to regarding an application.  We’re waiting for the CERT Study as 

you are.           

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to continue the public hearing for IW 

1210.   Mr. Ali seconded.  Motion passed 6 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 The continued public hearing has been continued. 

 

Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn the public hearing. Motion 

passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the public hearing portion of the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:36 o’clock, p.m.)      
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SOUTHINGTON INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 

Regular Meeting  

Thursday, September 5th, 2013 

7:00 PM – Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, Connecticut 

 

MINUTES 

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a continued public 

hearing meeting on Thursday, September 5, 2013.  Chairperson Theresa 

Albanese called the meeting to order at 7:36 o'clock, p.m. 

 The following Councilpersons were present, viz: 

 

 Chris Borowy, Jeff Crown, Greg Ali & Mary Etter 

  

 Alternates:   Gerald Bernier 

 

 Ex-officio members present were as follows, viz: 

 No Staff Present 

  

  Absent: William Camp, Commissioner 

   James Sullivan, Commissioner    

   David Lavallee, Acting Town Planner 

 

 The Chair seated Mr. Bernier for Mr. Camp.  A quorum was 

determined. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

THERESA ALBANESE, Chair, presiding: 

4. Approval of Minutes – August 1, 2013 regular meeting 

 Ms. Etter made a motion to approve the August 1, 2013 Minutes as 

presented.  Mr. Borowy seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice 

vote. 

  

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action. 

None. 
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6. Items from the Public Hearing: 

A. Map Amendment #146 – application of Nicola and Celina 

DeGregorio seeking to amend the Southington Inland wetlands Map to 

reflect the findings of Soil Scientist Roy Shook, Jr.  Property 

located at 172 Wedgewood Road. 

Mr. Borowy made a motion to table MA #146.  Ms. Etter seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

Site walk:   September 19, 2013. 

 

 B. Map Amendment #147 – application of Lovley Development, 

Inc. seeking to amend the Southington Inland Wetlands Map to reflect 

the findings of Soil Scientist David Lord.  Property located at 300 

Welch Road and West Street. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table MA #147.   Ms. Etter seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk:  September 19, 2013. 

 

 C. Continued Public Hearing – IW #1210 – application of Wonk 

Spring Partnership, LLC seeking to disturb 3,185 sf of wetlands for 

the purpose of constructing a 9 lot industrial subdivision roadway and 

stormwater quality/management system for property located on Wonx 

Spring Road, Assessor’s Map 062, Parcel 142. 

 Mr. Ali made a motion to table IW #1210.  Mr. Borowy seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

7. Inland Wetland/Floodplain Filling Applications: 

 A. Information/Action:  IW #1214/FF #238 – application of Dan 

Larsen seeking to construct a bridge to connect the East and West 

sides of the Forestville Fishing Club property.   Property located off 

of Churchill Street, below the Eight Mile River Dam. 

 Terry Christianson, Vice President of the Forestville Fishing 

Club, 52 Timber Ridge in Southington presented the application. 
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 Discussion of the environmental planner’s checklist and the 

engineer’s checklist on this application.  After a suggestion by Mr. 

Browoy, he stated he would provide a copy of the two checklists and 

written responses to the commission and David Lavallee and Keith 

Hayden. 

 The Chair indicated a site walk would have to be set up.   She 

also indicated a 65-day extension would have to be requested. 

 Mr. Christianson requested a 65-day extension.  The Chair 

accepted saying that is not a problem. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the 65-day extension and then 

table application IW #1214 and FF #238.  Mr. Ali seconded.   Motion 

passed 6 to 0 on a voice vote. 

 Site walk:  September 19, 2013. 

 

 B. Information:  IW #1215 – Application of Nicola and Celina 

DeGregorio seeking to fill and grade within the upland review area for 

grading associated with a new home.   Property located at 172 

Wedgewood Road. 

 Mr. Ali made a motion to table IW #1215 until after the site 

walk.  Mr. Borowy seconded. Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk:  September 19, 2013. 

 

 **C. Information:  IW #1216 – Application of David and Andrew 

Florian proposing to erect a utility pole within a wetland and 

construct an open air shed within the Upland Review Area.  Property 

located on Prospect Street, Parcel #37. 

 (Mr. Crown recused himself from this application.) 

 The Chair advised a site walk needs to be scheduled.  There is a 

plan sheet in front of you showing the location penciled in on this 

map for proposed electrical service.  And, also showing the proposed 

roof over the three-sided shed to the west of the proposed electrical 

service. 

 Mr. Ali made a motion to table until after the site walk.  Ms. 

Etter seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 
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 Site walk:  September 19, 2013. 

 

 **D. Information:  IW #1217 – Application of Pike Realty Co. 

seeking to clear vegetation and establish a storage area on crushed 

stone outside of the 50’ upland review area. 

 The Chair advised this is a previously approved location that has 

expired so it is coming back before us.  The applicant’s agent is not 

here this evening.  We’ll do a site walk and we need to table this 

one, as well. 

 (The Chair reseated Mr. Crown.) 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table IW #1217.  Mr. Ali seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk:  September 19, 2013. 

 

8. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio members regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action. 

 Arthur Cyr, 103 Berlin Avenue.  Two minor  things: 

 (1) Yours is the only commission where they abbreviate people’s 

names on the letterhead.  Every other board, commission and committee 

in this town has the full name and we usually see also who is up here 

from staff. 

 For people who come once in their life, it’s very disconcerting 

to try and figure out who is up here based on this.    

 I do thank you for doing the Pledge of Allegiance as the other 

commissions do. 

 (2) The microphone on this new podium is wrong.  It’s not long 

enough for most people.  I would ask that as you conduct your 

meetings, would you be sure Mr. Lavallee speaks into his microphone?  

He has a habit of not speaking into the microphone and we can’t hear 

him. 

 And, I ask all members of your commission to bring the mikes down 

and speak into them so we can hear them. 
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 (3) People get emotional when they come in here.  A lot of 

people don’t understand that you literally have 90 or 180 days.  They 

can come up here and ask all they want to extend, extend, extend. It 

may be helpful when you get these emotional things to explain there 

are so many things you can’t do. 

 You have to go by the regulations.  You are here to follow the 

regulations.  You are not here to protect the residents.  You are here 

to enforce the regulations. 

   

9. Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/Miscellaneous 

 (Mr. Crown recused himself for this item.) 

  - Show Cause Hearing – Burritt Street Parcels across 

from Anne Road 

 Nothing new to report.  There is still discussion between the 

town and property owner. 

 

 (Mr. Crown resumed his seat at the bench.) 

 Inland Wetland Regulations and on-line training was discussed. 

 

 Site walks set for Thursday, September 19
th
, 2013. 

 

10. Adjournment 

 The Chair made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Ms. 

Etter.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 8:03 o’clock, p.m.) 

 


